
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Biosecurity for buying and selling sheep 

 
Watch the video Biosecurity for buying and selling sheep: 
https://youtu.be/o1UO2QF8jSc?si=vQ9sLMbZd7uSI5em 

 
Learn about the importance of biosecurity and traceability considerations when buying and selling sheep. Hear from 
animal health officers and livestock agents to understand the different responsibilities when transferring livestock. 

 
As you watch the video, key industry terms and acronyms are used frequently.  
 

1. Explain the following terms: 

• biosecurity  

• traceability  

• withholding periods  

• dehydrated  

• emaciated  

• quarantine  

• drenching  

• vaccination  

• notifiable disease  

        2. Expand the industry acronyms: 

• NLIS  

• PIRSA  

• NVD  

• PIC  

• OJD  

 

3. The National Sheep Health Statement addresses sheep diseases and pests such as OJD, footrot, ovine 

brucellosis, scabby mouth and lice. Select one of these and provide a 100 word description of this pest or 

disease.   

 

4. List the sheep industry careers showcased in the video. 

 

5. Analyse the benefits of a robust biosecurity system and the risks if it is not working well. 

 

6. Evaluate the benefits of placing newly purchased sheep into quarantine on a property for two weeks. 

 

7. The video describes the seller’s and buyer’s responsibilities when sheep are traded. Compare and contrast the 

responsibilities of each. 

 

8. Evaluate how technology is making biosecurity and traceability more effective. 

 

9. Predict how biosecurity will be managed in the future. 

 

10. Work with a partner to fill out the NVD and Sheep Health Declaration for an imaginary mob of sheep. 

https://youtu.be/o1UO2QF8jSc?si=vQ9sLMbZd7uSI5em


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful links: 

 
• PIRSA Sheep - PIRSA  https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/animal_health/animal_species/sheep 

• NVD National Vendor Declaration | Integrity Systems https://www.integritysystems.com.au/on-farm-

assurance/national-vendor-declaration-nvd/ 

• NLIS NLIS | Australia's system for identification and traceability of livestock  

https://www.nlis.com.au/ 

• Fit to load eaccess (mla.com.au) 

https://publications.mla.com.au/login/eaccess?elink=53CBD1EC44F5F3FD8691DC77 

• National Sheep Health Declaration Sheep - Farm Biosecurity 

https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/industry/sheep/ 

• Sheep Diseases guide Sheep diseases – The farmers' guide (4th edition) (pir.sa.gov.au) 

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/289265/sheep-diseases-farmers-guide.pdf 

• Sheep Connect SA SheepConnect SA - Connecting people in the business of Sheep 

https://www.sheepconnectsa.com.au/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: This curriculum resource is designed to support schools in delivering quality food and fibre content to students. It has been 
developed by Lead Ag Teacher Sue Pratt, AgCommunicators – a registered teacher with more than 30 years’ experience in teaching agriculture 
and science. Prior to using this resource, teachers should conduct a risk assessment in line with their site’s curriculum and safety guidelines and 
check all links are appropriate to the school’s online policies. The risk assessment may include provision of specialised Personal Protective 

Equipment and review of the school’s policies and procedures on chemical use.  

file:///C:/Users/SuePratt/Dropbox%20(AgCommunicators)/Project%20Management/SAGLAT/Project%20Operating/Resources/Sheep%20and%20Wool/Sheep%20-%20PIRSA
https://www.integritysystems.com.au/on-farm-assurance/national-vendor-declaration-nvd/
https://www.nlis.com.au/
https://publications.mla.com.au/login/eaccess?elink=53CBD1EC44F5F3FD8691DC77
https://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/industry/sheep/
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/289265/sheep-diseases-farmers-guide.pdf
https://www.sheepconnectsa.com.au/


 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


